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ANTHROPOLOGY AT THE WASHINGTON MEETING WITH 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOG- 
ICAL ASSOCIATION FOR 1915 

By GEORGE GRANT MacCURDY 

The annual meeting of the American Anthropological Association 
was held December 27-31, 1915, at the United States National Museum, 
Washington, D. C, its scientific sessions being in affiliation with Section i 
of the Second Pan-American Scientific Congress, the Nineteenth Inter- 
national Congress of Americanists, the American Folk-Lore Society, the 
American Historical Association, and the Archaeological Institute of 
America. By virtue of this affiliation the attendance was large and the 
list of papers presented bearing on anthropology unusually long. 

In honor of the occasion, the United States National Museum made 
provision for special exhibits. These included: (i) Physical Anthro- 
pology, by Dr. A. Hrdlicka; (2) Indian Treaties of Historical Importance; 
(3) Economic Plants and Plant Products, by W. E. Safford ; (4) Archeo- 
logical Exhibits, by W. K. Moorehead, A. V. Kidder, and Julio Tello; 
and (5) photographs, by Frederick Monsen and the Rodman Wanamaker 
Expedition. 

Interwoven with the scientific sessions there was an elaborate social 
program, comprising a reception by the Secretary of State and the 
United States Delegation, and one by the Governing Board of the Pan- 
American Union, both held in the Pan-American Building; a reception 
by the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution; a luncheon by the Na- 
tional Geographic Society; a reception by the Trustees of the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington; a dinner and reception by the Cosmos Club; 
and finally after the close of the meetings, the reception at the White 
House by the President and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson. 

Report of the Secretary 

The Proceedings of the last annual meeting of the Association were 
published in the American Anthropologist for April-June, 1915. The 
selection of the place for holding the present meeting was left to the 
Executive Committee, which met at the American Museum of Natural 
History, New York, on February 20, 1915, and voted to hold the meeting 
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in Washington, D. C, in affiliation with the scientific bodies noted above; 
with the proviso that the program for the joint meeting be prepared in 
Washington and printed without expense to this Association. 

A special meeting of the Association was held at Berkeley, California, 
August 3-5, 1915, the Secretary being in attendance. A report of this 
meeting was published in Science of October 15, 1915. A number of 
interesting papers were read, but no attempt was made to hold business 
meetings of the Council or of the Executive Committee. Chairman 
Waterman however did appoint a committee consisting of Drs. Sapir 
and Lowie, who were to formulate a protest against the discontinuance 
of anthropological research in the Philippines. The thanks of the Asso- 
ciation are due to the University of California and the Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition for facilities offered, also to Professor T. T. 
Waterman, Acting Chairman of the Local Committee. 

On December 4, the closing day of the Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition, an International Toast prepared by President Woodrow 
Wilson and typifying all that for which the Exposition has stood sponsor 
was the chief feature. President Chas. C. Moore of the Exposition 
having requested that our Association join in the closing day exercises 
by contributing a brief sentiment, the Secretary sent the following: 

" In all ages contacts of peoples has been the chief contributing factor 
in the evolution and diffusion of civilization. As long as there was no 
way of bringing distant parts of the earth near, progress was slow. By 
immeasurably shortening trade and travel routes, the Panama Canal 
has therefore removed a mighty obstacle to world progress. By causing 
all nations to assemble at one time and place, an international exposition 
likewise contributes in its way largely to the same result. The Panama- 
Pacific International Exposition thus aptly symbolizes the quintessence 
of twentieth century civilization." 

The Association has suffered a great loss in the death of Professor 
Frederic Ward Putnam, which took place in Cambridge on August 14, 
1915. Professor Putnam was the last of the three founders of modern 
anthropology in America, the other two being Brinton and Powell. The 
only other loss thus far reported is that of Dr. W. L. Marsden, who died 
at Whittier, California, March i, 1915. 

Applications for membership,^ 31 in number, are herewith submitted 
for election as follows: Edithe F. Ashmore, John F. Baer, H. E. Barnes, 
Oric Bates, R. M. Binder, Rev. John M. Cooper, G. H. Danton, P. L. 
Faye, Leo J. Frachtenberg, F. W. Fuller, H. K. Haeberlin, Mrs. H. H. S. 

' Full addresses are given in the list of members printed elsewhere in this issue. 
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Handy, E. W. Hawkes, A. M. Hocart, Neil M. Judd, Ralph Linton, S. K. 
Lothrop, Mrs. S. K. Lothrop, J. H. McGregor, B. W. Merwin, R. E. 
Merwin, Luis Montan6, J. R. Murie, L. Parker, C. W. M. Poynter, 
W. H. R. Rivers, F. Schleiter, Beatrice L. Stevenson, L. A. Stone, J. C. 
1 hompson, C. C. Uhlenbeck. 

During the year President Hodge has appointed delegates to rep- 
resent the Association as follows: To the National Conference on Race 
Betterment, San Francisco, August 5-8, George Grant MacCurdy; 
the Nineteenth International Congress of Americanist?, Washington, 
D. C, December 27-31, Franz Boas and George Grant MacCurdy; the 
Second Pan-American Scientific Congress, Washington, D. C, December 
27, 1915 to January 8, 1916, Clark Wissler and Charles Peabody. 

Report of the Acting Treasurer 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Association held 
in New York, February 20, 1915, on request of Mr. B. T. B. Hyde, 
Treasurer, the Secretary was appointed to serve as Acting Treasurer for 
the remainder of the year. 

Report of the Acting Treasurer 

Receipts and Disbursements, March i, 1915, to December 31, 1915 

Receipts 

Balance from the Treasurer, B. T. B. Hyde I 262.38 

Anthropological Society of Washington : 

Amer. Anthropologist, Vol. xv, No. 4 
Amer. Anthropologist, Vol. xvi, Nos. 1-4 

Amer. Anthropologist, Vol. xvii, No. i S303.04 

Amer. Anthropologist, Vol. xvii, Nos. 2-3 91.08 

Less amount still unpaid 191.08 203.04 

American Ethnological Society: 

Amer. Anthropologist, Vol. xv. No. 4 

Amer. Anthropologist, Vol. xvi, Nos, 1-4 262.50 

Amer. Anthropologist, Vol. xvii, Nos. 1-3 188.67 45I-I7 

Annual Dues 1,089.47 

Annual Subscriptions to Amer. Anthropologist 437-62 

Sale of back numbers, including Vol. II, No. 6, Mem 42.68 

Authors' reprints at cost 85.89 

Miscellaneous I0-9S 

Total Receipts 12,583.20 
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Ejcpenditures 
Printing, Binding, and Mailing American Anthropologist: 

Vol. XVI and Vol. xvii, No. i $i,733-89 

Vol. XVII, No. 2 494-50 

Vol. xvn. No. 3 488.09 

Printing Memoirs, Vol. 11, No. 6 I3i-i2 

$2,847.60 

Less printing bill unpaid i,747-6o $1,100.00 

Current Anthropological Literature 362.04 

Illustrations for Amer. Anthropologist 402.76 

Expenses of Secretary and Acting Treas 249.6s 

Expenses of Editor 240.91 

Refund for overcharges 1364 

Postage stamps i-S7 

Total Expenditures 2,370.57 

Balance on hand 212.63 

$2,583.20 
Gkorgk Grant MacCurdy, 

Acting Treasurer. 

Report of the Auditing Committee 

Your Committee calls the attention of the Association to the fact 
that (during the Treasurership of Mr. Hyde) it had been necessary to draw 
upon the permanent fund, which had accumulated primarily through 
life memberships, and that this fund has been entirely exhausted. 

The receipt book of the Acting Treasurer shows an excess of nine 
dollars (?9.oo) over the total given above but this apparent discrepancy 
is plainly due to a slight error in entering the accounts. The balance in 
favor of the Association, as shown in the last statement of the New Haven 
Bank, agrees with that in the above report and the Committee is therefore 
pleased to ratify the account as submitted. 

In approving the report of the Acting Treasurer, the Committee 
cannot refrain from expressing a word of appreciation of his untiring 
efforts in behalf of the Association. His has been a trying task and the 
faithfulness with which he has guarded the interests of the Association 
merits the commendation of all. 

Signed : 

Truman Michelson, 
Neil M. Judd, 

Auditing Committee. 
Washington, D. C, 
January 3, 1916 
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Following the reading of the Acting Treasurer's Report, a Committee 
on Ways and Means consisting of Franz Boas, P. E. Goddard, F. W. 
Hodge, and G. G. MacCurdy was appointed with power to act. This 
Committee reported at a later session of the Council: 

Washington, D. C, 
December 31, 1915. 

Your Committee, appointed with power to act, has given full con- 
sideration to the question of finances connected with the publications of 
the American Anthropological Association, and have reached the fol- 
lowing conclusions: 

I. That after 1916 no subscriptions for the annual volumes of the 
American Anthropologist, except for the back volumes, will be received, 
but that this journal will be sent only to members of the Association 
(including those of its local affiliated societies); but single copies and 
back numbers may be sold at rates to be determined by the Executive 
Committee. 

2. That the American Anthropologist shall be supplied to the American 
Ethnological Society and the Anthropological Society of Washington for 
the use of their members at ^3.50 per annual volume, this charge to 
include the cost of wrapping and mailing. 

3. That the Memoirs shall be sent without charge to the members 
of the American Anthropological Association and to those members of 
the American Ethnological Society and the Anthropological Society of 
Washington, who receive the American Anthropologist through those 
Societies. 

F. W. Hodge 

P. E. Goddard 

Franz Boas 

George Grant MacCurdy 

The report of the Committee on Ways and Means led to the proposal 
of certain amendments to the Constitution as indicated below, the pro- 
posal being duly signed by Franz Boas, F. W. Hodge, and G. G. MacCurdy 
and referred to the Council at its final meeting on December 31: 

Article HI. Membership 
By adding "or institutions" to Section 2, so that when amended the 
Section will read : " Persons or institutions interested in Anthropology may 
be elected on nomination of two members of the Association, and on 
payment of dues shall become Members of the Corporation, with full 
rights of voting and holding office." 
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By substituting for "member" the words: "person but not a library 
or other institution," to Section 3, so that when amended it will read: 
"Any person but not a library or other institution may become a Life 
Member on payment of ?ioo at one time." 

Article IX. Finances and Property 

By omitting: "for members of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and of the American Folk-Lore Society the 
annual dues shall be ?5.oo," from Section 3, so that when amended it will 
read: "The annual dues of members shall be ?6.oo; for members of local 
affiliated societies that subscribe for the American Anthropologist for 
each of their members and which have adopted the American Anthro- 
pologist as their official organ, the dues shall be ?i.oo." 

Report of the Editor 

At the time of the Philadelphia meeting in 1914 quite a part of Volume 
17, Number i of the American Anthropologist was in type. The former 
editor, Mr. F. W. Hodge, carried that number through the press. 

During the year the unusual conditions in Europe have been con- 
sidered and articles by anthropologists residing in the countries at war 
and affected by the war have been solicited and several have been printed. 
It is hoped that in the future the American Anthropologist may be less 
confined to America both as regards its subject matter and its contrib- 
utors. 

It seems desirable that the American Anthropologist should become 
a medium of discussion, both of method and fact; for that reason ar- 
ticles raising points on which there is a chance for difference of opinion 
have been welcomed. As the output of anthropological writing increases 
it will be necessary to give preference to the shorter contributions and 
exercise more discrimination as to the character of the articles admitted. 
It seems but fair that if all articles offered cannot be printed that those 
of the recognized anthropologists should have preference. The financial 
condition of the Association is such that illustrations must be sparingly 
used unless the authors pay for the engraving. 

Pliny E. Goddard, 

Editor 

A number of important resolutions were adopted; some of these were 
in the nature of joint resolutions, others concerned only the American 
Anthropological Association, as will be seen from the context: 
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Resolution Relating to the Desirability of Uniform Laws Concerning 
Archeological Exploration 

Section I 

Whereas, many parts of the American continent are rich in archeological remains, 
such as ruins, monuments and burial sites, containing many examples of industry and 
art of the aborigines; 

And whereas, scientific explorations of these remains with the study of resulting 
finds are objects of utmost importance, for on their basis only will it become possible 
to reconstruct the lost history of the American race; 

And whereas, in order that such remains may be saved to science and not be 
wantonly exploited or destroyed before they could be studied, it is essential that proper 
laws and regulations be adopted by the various countries where such remains exist, the 
object of such laws and regulations being to hinder or prevent as far as possible the 
digging or other destruction of such remains by unqualified persons; to prevent trade 
in pottery and other articles recovered from the ruins and graves, and at the same time 
not only to enable properly qualified scientific men both indigenous and of other coun- 
tries to undertake and carry on scientific explorations and collections. 

And whereas, the majority of the American Republics have now some laws re- 
lating to antiquities, although these laws are unlike in the different countries and in 
some instances are such that they have resulted more in restraining than in advancing 
properly qualified research; 

Therefore it is hereby resolved by the Second Pan-American Congress, that it is 
highly desirable that the various American Republics arrange by the appointment of 
suitable delegates, possibly from among their official representatives at Washington, 
for joint action on this important subject, with the view of formulating generally 
acceptable and substantially uniform laws relating to the conservation, exploration and 
study of archeological remains in their several jurisdictions; laws which on one side 
will effectively safeguard these remains from wanton destruction or exploitation, and 
on the other will aid and stimulate properly organized and accredited research in these 
directions. 

Resolution Relating to the Advance of Anthropological Research in the 
Various American Republics 

Whereas, in various parts of the American continent there are remnants of the 
aborigines population, a study of which is of great importance to science; 

And whereas, many of these remnants are very imperfectly known and are 
rapidly disappearing; 

And whereas, properly made and preserved collections, ethnological and physical, 
are among the most precious scientific and educational assets of a nation; 

Therefore be it resolved by the Second Pan-American Congress, that delegates to 
the Congress be urged to use every opportunity to impress upon their respective 
governments, institutions, and people the importance of promoting research in this 
field, of organizing surveys for the study of the primitive tribes, and of building up 
national and local museums for the preservation of the data and materials collected. 

The two foregoing resolutions were passed not only by the American 
Anthropological Association but also by the International Congress of 
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Americanists, the latter providing for an intermediary local bureau in 
Washington consisting of W. H. Holmes, F. W. Hodge, and A. Hrdlicka. 

Resolution on the Death of Professor Frederic Ward Putnam 
(Prepared by Alfred M. Tozzer and Marshall H. Saville) 

Whereas, by the death of Professor Frederic Ward Putnam, the American 
Anthropological Association has lost one of its most eminent founders, one of its most 
eminent supporters, and one of its most lovable characters; 

Be it resolved that the Association here express the sense of this great loss to 
American Anthropology, a loss that is felt not only by the many pupils of Professor 
Putnam in the several institutions throughout the country, but also by those who have 
long been connected with Professor Putnam through all the years of struggle to make 
Anthropology a recognized field of scientific endeavor; and be it further resolved that 
these minutes be spread upon the records of the Association and also be sent to the 
members of Professor Putnam's family. 

Resolution of the American Anthropological Association Relating to the 

Desirability of Resuming the Operations of the Ethnological Survey 

of the Philippine Islands 

(Prepared by Edward Sapir and R. H. Lowie) 

The members of the American Anthropological Association have learned with great 
regret of the decision to suspend the operations of the Ethnological Survey of the 
Philippine islands. The native populations of the Philippine islands are among the 
most interesting of the globe from a scientific point of view. They include a pygmy 
race whose study will shed light on the physical anthropology and culture of one of 
the most primitive divisions of mankind. On a higher level a host of Malay tribes 
require investigation for the purpose of determining their relations with one another and 
with alien groups. In short, the Philippines offer an unusually rich field for important 
research which should not be left to the accident of private interest. 

It is therefore respectfully urged by the American Anthropological Association 
that the proper authorities authorize the resumption of anthropological research in 
the Philippine islands at the earliest opportunity. 

On January 19, I9i6,the Secretary received a reply from Mr. J. L. 
Hunt, assistant to the Chief of the Bureau of Insular Affairs (War 
Department), from which the following is taken: 

"Anthropological work which has been carried on in the Philippine 
islands has not been done by the Federal government or maintained at 
Federal expense, but has been carried on by the Philippine government 
through its Bureau of Science. Some months ago the Philippine govern- 
ment found it necessary to greatly curtail its expenses on account of a 
considerable falling off in its revenues, and among other activities of the 
Philippine government which had to be suspended or discontinued were 
those in connection with anthropology. 
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"A copy of your letter is being transmitted with its inclosure to the 
Governor General of the Philippine islands at Manila for consideration 
by the proper authorities there." 

Resolution Favoring Bill to Discontinue the Use of the Fahrenheit Ther- 
mometer Scale in Government Publications 

Whereas, there is now pending in Congress a Bill, known as H. R. No. 328, to 
discontinue the use of the Fahrenheit thermometer scale in Government publications; 

Be it resolved that said Bill have the support of the American Anthropological 
Association. 

A vote of thanks to the Regents and Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution for the facilities so generously placed at the disposal of the 
Association and for the reception at the National Museum was unani- 
mously carried. 

The Chair appointed a Committee on Nominations consisting of A. L. 
Kroeber, M. H. Saville, G. G. MacCurdy, A. M. Tozzer, and R. H. 
Lowie, whose report was accepted by the Association, the election of 
officers resulting as follows: — 

President: F. W. Hodge, Bureau of American Ethnology. 

Vice-President, 1916: A. L. Kroeber, University of California. 

Vice-President, 1917: George B. Gordon, University of Pennsylvania. 

Vice-President, 1918: Berthold Laufer, Field Museum of Natural History. 

Vice-President, 1919: Alfred M. Tozzer, Harvard University. 

Secretary: George Giant MacCurdy, Yale University. 

Treasurer: Neil M. Judd, U. S. National Museum. 

Editor: Pliny E. Goddard, American Museum of Natural History. 

Associate Editors: J. R. Swanton, R. H. Lowie. 

Executive Committee: The President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Editor (ex-officio), 
C. Wissler, E. Sapir, J. W. Fewkes. 

Council: F. Boas, W. H. Holmes, J. W. Fewkes, R. B. Dixon, F. W. Hodge, A. L. 
Kroeber, George B. Gordon, B. Laufer, A. M. Tozzer, G. G. MacCurdy, Neil M. Judd. 
P. E. Goddard (ex-officio); Byron Cummings, G. H. Pepper, W. C. Farabee, J. R. 
Swanton, G. G. Heye, H. J. Spinden, T. T. Waterman, C. M. Barbeau, W. D. Wallis, 
A. B. Lewis, Stansbury Hagar (1916); W. C. Mills, H.Montgomery, C. B. Moore, W. K. 
Moorehead, E. K. Putnam, C. Peabody, C. C. Willoughby, T. Michelson, A. B. Skinner, 
M. H. Saville (191 7); Alice C. Fletcher, C. P. Bowditch, S. Culin, R. H. Lowie, C. H. 
Hawes, E. Sapir, N. C. Nelson, H. Bingham, J. A. Mason, G. A. Dorsey, E. W. Gifford 
(1918); A. E. Jenks, S. A. Barrett, W. Hough, A. Hrdlicka, B. T. B. Hyde, C. Wissler, 
F. G. Speck, A. A. Goldenweiser, E. A. Hooton, A. V. Kidder, F. C. Cole (1919). 

The incoming President, Mr. F. W. Hodge, has appointed the follow- 
ing committees: 

Committee on Program: George Grant MacCurdy (chairman), Roland B. Dixon, 
Alice C. Fletcher, Ales Hrdlicka, A. L. Kroeber, Berthold Laufer, Clark Wissler. 
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Committee on Finance: Charles Peabody (chairman), Edward E. Ayer, Charles P. 
Bowditch, William H. Furness, George G. Heye, Clarence B. Moore, Homer E. Sargent. 

Committee on Policy: Franz Boas (chairman), Roland B. Dixon, J. Walter Fewkes, 
W. H, Holmes, Robert H. Lowie, George G. MacCurdy. 

Committee on Publication: F. W. Hodge (chairman ex-officio), Hiram Bingham, 
Stewart Culin, P. E. Goddaid (secretary ex-officio). A, A. Goldenweiser, G. B. Gordon. 
Walter Hough, Neil M. Judd, A. L. Kroeber, Berthold Laufer, E. Sapir, M. H. 
Saville, John R. Swanton, A. M. Tozzer 

To represent the Association on the Council of the A. A. A. S.: W. H. Holmes and 
Franz Boas. 

On invitation from Dr. P. E. Goddard, it was voted to hold the next 
regular meeting of the Association at the American Museum of Natural 
History, New York City, on December 27-30, 1916, in aflfiliation with 
Section H of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Nearly one hundred titles were offered in the joint program; with but 
few exceptions the author was present and read his paper. A large 
majority of the abstracts were presented through the International 
Congress of Americanists in the published report of which the more 
important papers will appear in full. 



